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July 3rd    2007 Annual General Meeting. 
To be held at the showrooms of “Brooklands Classic 
Cars”. 18-20 Georges St. Sandringham.  
7.00PM 
 

July 29th     Vyvian, and Deb’s Run. 
More details on website as they are announced. 
 

August 7th     Dinner Meeting 
Venue. Bells Hotel. Cnr, Moray St, and Coventry St. 
Sth Melb. 6.30 pm 
 

Sept 4th    Dinner Meeting 
Venue. Bells Hotel. Cnr, Moray St, and Coventry St. 
Sth Melb. 6.30 pm 

 
Sept 30th    ”Bay To Birdwood Classic”. Adelaide. 

If you are interested in a trip to Adelaide, and 
participating in one of Australia’s best rallies , contact 
the editor for details. Check the website for info. 
www.baytobirdwood.com.au 

 
October 2nd   Dinner Meeting 

Venue. Bells Hotel. Cnr, Moray St, and Coventry St. 
Sth Melb. 6.30 pm 

 
October 14th  Tony, and Heather’s run to Ruffy store. 

Meet at the Yan Yean Public Cemetry. This is Just on 
the Melbourne side of Whittlesea at 1015 HRS. We 
intend to drive in some sort of convoy, and will be 
leaving on time. So arrive in time! A superb lunch will 
be held at the Ruffy Produce Store. The store is 
accessed  by a superb country drive. The booking is for 
1300 HRS, and 25 places have been reserved The trip 
home is a quick run down the Hume. If you miss the 
departure (Phil. M.), the address is 26 Nolans Rd. 
Ruffy. (Inland from Yea.) Phone number is 
0357904387.  

 
 
 
 
 

 



   

RUNNING AMOC June 2007.doc Page 3 of 3 

 
Well it may seem strange to receive two running AMOCs in such short succession, 
but this is a result of wanting to get things back on track. I have been looking over 
some past club mags, and have noticed a trend occurring. It may appear that the mag 
is fast becoming the “Neil / Sally, Richard / Bronwyn show”, and I have to ask my 
self why. Is it because I am editor, and thus biasing the content, or the fact that it 
appears we are the only ones going to these events. I certainly hope the former is not 
the case! I am not sure what the general membership’s thoughts are on this? I have 
heard comments over the years suggesting that there are not enough “Runs”. Now, I 
would dispute this! Although the turnout to “club only” events is quite good, the 
turnout to externally organised runs is quite poor. I have also heard comments saying, 
“I am sick of going to car events”. After going to the same events year after year, you 
do tend to find the same thing, and same people year after year. As a result, we have 
taken a different tact. We now see these events as an excuse for a social outing, and 
generally go prepared with that in mind, a sort of picnic, similar to say the Yea Race 
Day. The car stuff now becomes a secondary issue, sure we normally take a wander 
around, but more often set our selves up, and just socialise, and enjoy some nice food 
and drink. It would be good if other members maybe take the same attitude, and come 
and join us. The added benefit, is a nice drive in your Aston! 

 
 

 
 
By the time this issue of Running AMOC reaches Members, the AGM will have been 
and gone and a new Committee with a new President will be in place to take us 
forward for 2007/2008. Regrettably I have had to step aside after 2 years and will not 
be nominating for re-election as your President. Circumstances have conspired against 
the Shenfield clan over the past 6 months and I have been unable to give the time that 
is necessary to be effective in the role. For this, I apologise to my fellow Members. I 
will however, continue on in a supporting capacity to provide as much assistance as I 
am able to our new President and his Team.  
             To my colleagues who served on Committee, a big thank you for your 
help, support and guidance over the past 2 years. Your efforts have been greatly 
appreciated. Thank you also to the many Members who have helped with the 
organisation and running of events and of course to all Members for putting up with 
me as your Pres. 
              I am sure that most of you will have seen the recent news of the DB4 GT 
being stolen in Melbourne. I am told that this vehicle is still missing and this only 
goes to reinforce the concern that we should have for the security of our treasured 
cars. 
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Particularly now as their value has increased so much in recent years. It is not hard to 
break into an old Aston and get it going quickly. Don't park where you can't keep an 
eye on it. 
              The issue of liabilities and insurance for the Club continues to be raised from 
time to time and there are opposing views that need to be considered. AMOC UK has 
offered to pick up the tab for club insurance cover for Australian based AMOC 
Members. As a vehicle for this, Tim Lewis from Canberra is pushing for the 
establishment of an AMOC Australia Club that will be a sort of umbrella over the top 
of each State Club. I don't think that this is necessary but the push by Tim has the 
support of WA, NSW and Tas. None of which by the way, are "Incorporated 
Associations" as we, in Vic, have been for 10 years or so.  AMOC UK has only 
offered to pick up the tab for insurance for all of its Australian Members. However 
this would exclude half of our membership (those who are not Members of AMOC 
UK). I will be recommending to the new Committee that a Task Force be set up to 
review the whole of this issue and make some recommendations.  
               The insurance industry has a vested interest in pushing the importance of PL 
and PI insurance but how important is it for our Club? Some say it is not needed 
others believe that it is essential. I certainly am no expert and comments from 
Members would be most welcome.    
                In closing, I would like to congratulate the new Committee on its election 
and wish it well for the future. 
  
                                            Richard S. 
 
 

PROPOSED NEW JUDGING SYSTEM FOR ANNUAL 
CLUB CONCOURS 

Richard Shenfield 
 
For some time now we have been considering a review of our Concours d'Elegance 
judging procedures. In the past we have been using modified versions from other 
clubs and we have not been entirely happy with these, as they are not ideally suited to 
our vehicles.  
                   The Committee has enlisted the help of our local Aston expert, Paul 
Sabine, to undertake a review of the known judging systems that are around and to 
make a recommendation on the direction that we should take for the future. In doing 
this Paul has taken a look at the one we adopted for the 2005 National as well as those 
used by other one-make clubs including Triumph, Jaguar, MG, etc. 
                   Paul's input and advice has been incorporated in the development of the 
judging procedure below which shows the maximum points that can be scored in each 
category totalling up to 1000 points overall. For a National event, judging would be 
split into the following four categories:- 
                        Pre War & DB2 to MkIII 
                        DB4,5,6 & DBS 
                        DBSV8, AMV8 & Virage Family 
                        DB7,9 & Vantage 
                   For our local annual event we would dispense with these categories as we 
don't get enough entries to make it a practical proposition. 
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                                     SUMMARY 
  Section 1:  Exterior                               Max Pts -   250 
  Section 2:  Interior      -   190 
  Section 3:  Boot, Spare Wheel & Documents  -   100 
  Section 4:  Engine Bay     -   180 
  Section 5:  Underside     -   100 
  Section 6:  Wheels & Tyres     -     80 
  Section 7:  Originality     -    100 
                                                      TOTAL   -  1000 
 
 
                               SECTION  1  -  EXTERIOR 
- General presentation of panels & paint   -     30 
- Exterior panels - straigthtness & fit    -     70 
- Exterior paint - imperfections (cracks,chips,orange peel, 

runs,sags, colour match & depth,rust etc.)  -     70 
- General presentation of exterior trim,brightwork & glass -     30 
- Exterior trim & chrome incl.grille,bumpers,overriders, 
     badges, body moulds,handles,window frames, 
     lights,lenses,etc.      -      40 
- Window glass - chips,scratches & discolouration  -      10 
                                                          TOTAL   -     250 
 
 
 
                                  SECTION  2  -  INTERIOR 
- General presentation of interior    -      40 
- Seats & seat trim, seat belts     -      30 
- Doors & door trim,soft trim,handles,seals & rubbers -      40 
- Opening panels,locks,striker plates & hinges  -      10 
- Dashboard,instruments,ashtrays,rear view mirror,radio,                                   
     dashboard top & surrounds    -      40 
 
 

- Trim,carpets,mats,headlining,hood incl. hood bows, 
    rear window & side curtains   -      30 

                                                            TOTAL  -     190 
 
                   SECTION  3  -  BOOT, SPARE WHEEL & DOCUMENTATION 
- General presentation of boot & spare wheel  -      30 
- Boot trim & paintwork     -      20 
- Correct tool kit & jack     -      20 
- Battery tray,retainer,terminals & master switch  -      10 
- Documentation -handbook,etc.    -      20 
                                                             TOTAL  -     100 
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                                         SECTION  4  -  ENGINE  BAY 
- General presentation of engine bay    -       40 
- Engine incl. cam covers,cylinder head,block,distributor, 
     generator/alternator,starter motor, wiring,carburettors, 
     air cleaners,manifolds,oil filter,brake booster(s), 
     pipes,fuel & oil leaks,etc.     -      50 
- Radiator,fan & shroud     -      30 
- Firewall & underside of bonnet    -      30 
- Inner guards & visible chassis    -      30 
                                                               TOTAL  -     180 
 
                                          SECTION  5  -  UNDERSIDE 
- General presentation of underside    -       40 
- Bodywork incl. chassis,underbody panels,wheel arches, 
     suspension components,tail shaft,exhaust system,brake  
     components,cables,oil leaks,etc.    -      60 
                                                                TOTAL  -     100 
 
                          SECTION  6  -  WHEELS  &  TYRES (Excl. spare wheel) 
- General presentation of wheels & tyres   -      30 
- Wheels incl. wheel nuts,hubcaps,rims,spokes,etc. 
                   (check inner & outer faces)   -      30 
- Tyres incl.roadworthiness & match    -      20 
                                                                 TOTAL  -      80 
 
                                 SECTION  7  -  ORIGINALITY 
- Engine type/configuration     -      25 
- Carburettors/fuel injection     -        5 
- Generator/alternator,starter motor    -       5 
- Gearbox,final drive      -      10 
- Suspension       -       5 
- Wheels - size,configuration     -       5 
- Braking system incl.booster(s),discs,etc.   -        5 
- Interior incl.steering wheel,dashboard,instruments,etc. -      20 
- Seat configuration & manufacture    -      10 
- Body panels,parts,fittings,etc.    -      10 
                                                                   TOTAL  -     100 
 
                If any Member wishes to comment on the above or to suggest any 
improvement, please feel free to contact a Committee Member and pass on your 
thoughts. 
 
 
 

REPORT ON THE YEA RACES 
Words by Ian Bell. Pictures, courtesy of Bronwyn Ballantyne. 

 
Our first Club outing for the year was to the Yea Picnic Race Meeting on Sunday 25th 
February as guests of the Racing Club.  This was a combined outing with the Rolls 
Royce Owners’ Club.   
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Everyone gathered at the Eltham Railway Station. 

After meeting at the Eltham railway station at 9.00am, 8 Astons headed off 
through the picturesque countryside via St. Andrews, Kinglake and Flowerdale to 
Yea.  As Victoria had been experiencing drought conditions, there was not a lot of 
stock or feed to be seen in the paddocks. 

On arrival at the racecourse, the cars were lined up beside the running rail for 
visitors to inspect and those taking a picnic lunch set up on the grass near by.  It was a 
very warm day so seeking shade was essential and all appreciated Richard and 
Bronwyn’s marquee.  

 
All relaxing under Bronwyn’s marquee. 
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The Yea Racing Club Ladies Auxiliary had once again catered for people 
wishing to purchase a hot lunch in the club house and other light refreshments were 
available at the various stalls outside.  The afternoon consisted of an 8 race program 
and also included pony races for the children.   

After a flying display by 2 vintage aircraft, the Aston Martin and Rolls Royce 
owners were invited to do a circuit of the track to showcase their cars, (Tony Smith 
did the commentary for us, while Heather drove his car). 

Fashions on the Field was very popular with the local ladies and the sale of 
raffle tickets for a charity was well supported - the prizes were 10 lovely “race day” 
hats, unfortunately none of our ladies won one. 

We all agreed it had been a great day, some of us even leaving with a little of 
the Bookies’ money - as we had all departed before the last race, we did not hear until 
later that a large brown snake on the track had delayed the race for 10 minutes.  
 

REPORT ON THE THREDBO RUN 
Words by Maree Thomson. Pictures, courtesy of Bronwyn Ballantyne. 

 
No, we did not get away on time.  Running a home office with 4 people arriving for 
work as we are trying to get away for 4 days is not conducive to punctuality.  Missed 
the meeting in Pakenham but caught up with everyone briefly in Yarragon before 
arriving in time for lunch in Maffra. 
Mike’s phone had been ringing as it does when he is out of the office but the last call 
from the home/office before lunch meant good news and bad news.  Bad news – we 
had left our zip-up bag with the hanging clothes in it at home! 
Good news – there was a clothes shop 3 doors down from where we had lunch.  A 
quick wardrobe refill meant it was not going to be a Weekend in Threadbare.  

 
Parked up at the Maffra Car Museum. 
 
After lunch we went to the Maffra Car Museum.  Richard Shenfield decided to go 
cross-country in the DB7 to enter the carpark.  The more conservative drivers went 
through the gate!!  The Museum was an eclectic collection of cars with the featured 
cars all having the same theme, ‘Bought in Maffra’.  
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The featured cars change regularly and I believe our Gippsland members have lent 
their cars for display at times.  Well worth a visit.   

 
Mike getting ready to put the “Five” to bed after arrival at Lakes Entrance. 
 
From there we headed to our overnight stop, Lakes Entrance, some detouring to 
Metung, some stopping at the Clock Shop in Bairnsdale.  [Much hand wringing from 
those who did not know how good the clock place is – next time Ian.] 
Nice dinner, nice company – what more could you want. 
 

 
Morning tea at Cann River. 
 First stop Friday Cann River for morning tea.  [Do you see a familiar theme coming 
through here?]  Mum had given me some yo-yos to share and they were popular.  
Mike and Barry swapped cars and we set off apace for Cooma for lunch.  We did not 
quite make it to Cooma as Barry noticed some glass hit the windscreen [I have edited 
out the 4 letter words] and we pulled over.  The headlight cover was in a million 
pieces.  
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We removed as much as we could to prevent the glass flying off and hitting the car.  
Mike and Frank had waited down the road for us so drivers swapped back and off we 
went again.   
Mobile phone calls meant everyone ended up at the same place for lunch with some of 
the NSW guys.  They obviously had eaten there before – great value.  Back in the 
cars, next stop Thredbo.  The ski lodge was more than comfortable and was soon 
ringing to the sounds of old friends catching up.   
 

 
Mike’s arrival at the summit of Mt Kosciuszko. 
 
Saturday saw us walk up the mountain – some further than others.   The afternoon was 
spent lazily watching episodes of Top Gear, reading, sleeping and preparing for yet 
more food. 
 

 
Group Photo…. (Bridge is meant to have a bend in it!) 
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The boys relaxing in front of a Top Gear episode. 
The post-dinner entertainment was a slide show about the upcoming National in NSW 
and slide shows of previous events with the NSW Register.  
Sunday was the obligatory photo shoot then we headed for home.  
 

 
  
What wonderful weather, companionship and fun we had.  Thank you so much to the 
NSW/Canberra registers for inviting the Victorians.  Bring on next year!! 
 

MYRNIONG SPRINT MEETING 
Words by Allan Lowe 

 
The Annual Myrniong Sprint meeting in April was again a successful event with a full 
entry of historic and classic cars.  Each entry having 4 runs at the measured distance 
of approximately 1 kilometre  of the sprint / hill climb.   
The track is a public road closed for the day, supported by the local community and 
council with the proceeds going to the Restoration project of the Myrniong Hall.   
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The farmers have opened their paddocks for car parking, marquees, spectators and 
have now installed permanent gateways into and between their paddocks to improve 
access for all.  It is pleasing to see such a community spirit behind this event as many 
of our hill climbs and sprint venues are under threat due to safety and cost set up 
constraints. 

The track consists of the start line and approximately 350 metres straight line 
speed to the first up hill right hand sweeping corner, flat out!  Rising about 60 metres 
to the more testing left hand sweeper where a degree of caution is required over the 
summit to the down hill fast finishing straight of approximately 300 metres.  So the 
terminal speed is quite fast, but safe. 

It is a hill that requires litres and torque and the vintage V8 specials are pretty 
quick, particularly Jim Russel of Nedloh fame.  There is the usual entry of classics but 
to date no Aston Martins, shame!!  Lionel would not be pleased! 

There would be no better place on any Sunday anywhere than Myrniong on 
the 6th April 2008 to drive your Aston as it was intended and experience the adrenalin 
rush or simply be there to spectate and support the marque.    

Seriously, let’s have an Aston Martin challenge in 2008 – Andy, Barry, Phill, 
Michael and other brave souls. 

As the event is again likely to be oversubscribed due to its increasing 
popularity, you should ring David Lowe at Brooklands 9533 4277 and reserve an 
entry.  And, don’t forget to pack a picnic lunch or if you would like to stay around 
Blackwood and join some of the organisers and competitors on Saturday night for 
dinner – check out accommodation in the vicinity around Blackwood, Trentham, 
Bacchus Marsh. 

I would like to suggest this event be included in the 2008 Calendar of Events 
AMOC – Myrniong Sprint Meeting Sunday 6th April 2008.   
Location – Korobeit Rd, Myrniong.  Look for signage on the day and enter off 
Western Highway. 
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EXPRESSIONS  OF  INTEREST. 
NATIONAL  MEETING  HUNTER  VALLEY  N.S.W.  2008. 
.A National Meeting is to be held in The Hunter Valley    12th September, 

2008. 
This is envisaged to follow the traditional format starting with Friday 
registration – Saturday Concours - Sunday Track day - Monday a chance 
to explore the many diverse experiences on offer in the area with the 
formal presentation dinner Monday evening. 
 
POST NATIONAL TOUR. 
 
Keeping with the past Nationals we offer a tour to take in the North Coast 
of N.S.W. staying in the major tourist centres i.e. Shoal Bay (Nelsons 
Bay), Port Macquarie, Coffs Harbour – concluding in Armidale approx. 5 
days. 
This affords us time to take in some ‘World Heritage Areas’ at a relaxed 
pace in accommodation to meet all requirements. 
To commence negotiations we require some idea of numbers.  If you 
would please fill in the questionnaire and return as soon as possible we 
will follow up with costs and venues etc.  This event is open to non 
AMOC members. 
Thank you in anticipation of your reply: 
                                 
No. of people 
 
 I /We will be attending National Meeting only      
 
........................... 
I /We will be attending Tour only                                           
 
........................... 
  I /We will be attending both National Meeting and Tour         
 
........................... 
AMOC Membership Number. ............................. 
              (If applicable)  
NAMES OF ATTENDEES. 
 
......................................................................................................................
..................... 
Please return to:   AMOC N.S.W.  
     8 Lapis Crescent, 
     BARDWELL VALLEY 2207 
Alternatively: Email address:      amocnsw@yahoo.com.au 



   

RUNNING AMOC June 2007.doc Page 14 of 14 

NATIONAL TOUR OVERVIEW. 
“North Coast Amble” 

 
AIM: 
To showcase the east coast of N.S.W. to choose accommodation of 
acceptable standard also keeping costs at a manageable level, car security 
was also seen as a priority because of some locations. Travel times and 
distances were also seen to be kept to a level so as to arrive at the next 
location relaxed with time to socialise. 
 
LOCATIONS: 
Preliminary locations have been chosen these include Shoal Bay (Nelsons 
Bay Area) – Port Macquarie – Coffs Harbour – Armidale.  These give a 
chance for interstate members to see some of our premier locations, 
which include ‘World Heritage Areas’.  
 
ACCOMMODATION: 
Most are apartments with a choice of 1-2-3- bedrooms, the 2-3 bed 
apartments have full facilities with spacious living areas and balconies 
with a minimum 4 star rating.  If members   are prepared to share costs 
can be kept to a quite reasonable level. Most are in a central location with 
a wide choice of dining venues to meet all expectations. 
 
DISTANCE AND TRAVEL TIMES (DAILY) 
It was seen as a priority to hold both to an acceptable level to allow for 
relaxed travel with time to make stops and side excursions arriving at 
destinations with time to explore surrounds.  We will endeavour to quote 
distances and travel times between points of interest as a guide. 
 
ACCOMMODATION WEB SITES: 
 
Shoal Bay Resort, Shoal Bay:                        www.shoalbayresort.com 
 
Northpoint, Port Macquarie :        
 www.northpointapartments.com.au 
 
Nautilus,  Coffs Harbour :             
 www.nautilusresort.com.au 
 
Moore Park Inn, Armidale :                             
 www.mooreparkinn.com.au 
  
 
 


